Selenium is an important mineral that has a key role in the reproductive and endocrine system. One cause of selenium deficiency is a condition called white muscle disease in new born calves and can lead to death if not treated. It can also cause calves to be weaker at birth, increasing their chances of catching calfhood diseases like scours.
In cows that are low in selenium, you might notice higher instances of retained placentas and lower reproductive performance.
Remember to use a pre-mix mineral when supplementing any mineral. Some minerals can be toxic when animals obtain more minerals than they need. 
